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ABSTRACT \ / METHODOLOGY \ / DISCUSSION \
Adolescents are more likely to engage in alcohol use, despite . : 22%61 e (N . 4
oy : . ’ . ple Characteristics (N=1,345)
bl il P ERRE i [5 Brese, Sl e i e Research Design and Data Collection Procedures ’ Summary of Findings
of depth and diversity may act as a mitigating factor to prevent « The current study is a secondary analysis of the data from the Pathways to conder characterie f i The results of inferential analyses yielded significant and
adolescents from engaging in alcohol use. In particular, adolescent Desistance Study which was carried out from 2000 to 2010 in Maricopa County, vale 1o o insignificant findings in effect of social support and alcohol abuse
offenders are at higher risk for engaging in alcohol use, and Arizona, and Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania - M=16.06 so=.14 among juvenile offenders. The results showed that negative peer
ultimately cycling through the juvenile justice system repeatedly, - Data was collected through computer-assisted interviews with the interviewer e 7 202 influence was correlated with increased alcohol use which is
due to crimes that were committed at a young age. The objective and the participant sitting next to each other, both being able to see the fspane e = consistent with previous f.md!ngs. Additionally, dwersﬂ:y Of social
of the study is to explore the effects of social support on alcohol information on the computer screen. iy smaws . . support was Forrelated Vj”th "’)CF?aSGd alcohol use which is not
abuse among juvenile offenders. The current study is a secondary - Data was collected via multiple measurement points, one baseline measure singebilogion dod E s c;gg;stez;c\lqoth thue p{ﬁwous Ttnd];: 83 cgntcri]uc;tteﬁ bgl Pirr]k ?t oy l
analysis of the date from the Pathways to Desistance Study which (between the years of 2000 and 2003) and then again at 6, 12, 18, 24, 30, 36, plaecl o and e e e (2009). Additionally, the results showed that the depth of socia
\I;vhaf c;larlrlte;gl O(L:Jt frct)m P2000 t? 2010 1;)1 thr!cop? Count;l/, ?r:jzona, and 48, 60, 72, and 84 months after their first interview. oer s e o s support did not impact alcohol abuse among juvenile offenders.
iladelphia County, Pennsylvania. Participants completed surveys, : No adult i the home 64 47
and interviews that were conducted through computer assisted Sample and Sampling Method pae e i R A ! o3 s lfeetdere Far Peaseres =rmdl Preefes
programs. The current study’s sample size was 1,354 (1,170 males  Participants consisted of youth aged 14 to 19 who were enlisted via juvenile 8 oryouner 2 21 P o
and 184 females). All youth had been found guilty of committing a and adult facilities. ; ; L * The current findings suggest future research to address the
crime. The results of the study suggest that negative peer influence - Participants consisted of male and female participants. > o o2 ;Jnlg{ye and specific needs of adolescents on the correctional
was correlated with increased alcohol use among juvenile . » The sample included 1,170 males and 184 females. . 50 . actiity setting . . A .
offenders. Surprisingly, the results also suggested that diverse social . Participants were found suilt of committing a serious crme v - 19 « Future research of this population can illuminate the particular
support was also correlated with alcohol use among juvenile P . S . S . . ' Highest Grade Completed Before GED | needs of adolescent juvenile offenders, and educate others on
offenders. - The sample size of the current study is (n=1354) juvenile offenders, who o gradeor s 20 Lo the importance of social support
eventually transitioned into adulthood. o e o * The current findings can be utilized to educate employees within
Measures 110 grace 129 e juvenile justice systems how impactful negative peer influence
L . . . e | ! —m can have on alcohol use
INTRODUCTION * The first independent variable was peer influence. There were one question Note. Single biological mom category includes never married, N o . .

Significance of the Study utilized to examine peer influence divorced or separated, widowed, married but biological dad not « Additionally, the current findings can illustrate how social

present, and marital status unknown. support is not restricted to familial relations to have an impact

+ Within the United States, the 12-month prevalence of alcohol use » The second independent yariable was the presence of a caring adult figgre. on alcohol abuse among juvenile offenders
disorder is estimated to be 4.6% among twelve to seventeen- There were eleven questions examining the presence of a caring adult figure. In
year-olds and 8.5% among adults age eighteen years and older particular, the diversity and the depth of social support was utilized in the

current study. Strengths and Limitations

ARSI  The dependent variable was alcohol use. Five questions were administered strengths:
 The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between evaluating the amount and frequency of alcohol consumption by juvenile  The current study is that the participants and data were gathered
a caring adult figure and alcohol abuse among juvenile offenders. offenders. from multiple counties ranging from Maricopa county,
: Philadelphia county, and others.
Research Questions T o .
, , , , RESULTS * The study maintained participants over a ten-year span which
1. What is the relationship betweer? the presence of a caring adult b allowed for proper follow up.
figure and alcohol abuse among juvenile offenders? Deserioiive Sieltos: Sy Vares
2. What is the relationship between the depth of social support and o o Limitations:
alcohol abuse among juvenile offenders. . . o i i
g J Spearman Rho Correlat]on AnalySlS Domains with family or non-family support 6.64 1.75 The Cur:ren,t S,tUdy ConS]Sted ,Of more ,ma,les than females Wh]Ch
Hypotheses makes it difficult to generalize the findings to the female
, . . . ] : : Depth of social support 200 106 population in the juvenile justice system
» Juvenile offenders who report the presence of a caring adult, will * ASpearman’s Rho Correlation Analysis was calculated to examine . L . . .
report less alcohol consumption. relationship between domains with either family or non family support and Piversity of socalsupport 102 1 * The de1;1mtlon OdeerS‘ty of social support varies widely in other
- : snifi : : o . | areas of researc
. Juvenile offenders who report a diverse, deep social support, will al.coho.l abuse. No stat1st1cally. significant correlation was foungl. Domains Negative peer influence (proportion of 4 closest friends ever arrested) 045 038 |
: with either family or non-family support was not associated with alcohol * The research was mostly gathered through computer assisted
report less alcohol consumption. , , Alcohol use 376 613 , ,
abuse among juvenile offenders. programs which sometimes lasted more than a few hours
Table 3
Correlations of Social Support and Alcohol Abuse
* The relationship between depth of social support and alcohol abuse was . .
LITERATURE REVIEW examined. No statisticallysignificant correlation was found (rs = .053, p S
= .054). Domains with family or non-family support and alcohol abuse .017 1346 525 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Caring Adult Figure and Alcohol Use Depth ofsocial support and alcohol abuse o053 136 04
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med ] Cat] On . Simple Scatter of SO CharFriendsr:nl;r:)?gﬁinol?s%fo4ygll:)s:jessl}:||ii;ﬂcal\sleever arrested by SO Subuse: How
Buffering Hypothesis o . * The relationship between negative peer influence and alcohol abuse was Lessssssessoseoses | oo
* The stress-buffering hypothesis is best defined as the presence of examined. The results indicated a statistically significant association :
social support is believed to eliminate or lessen the negative between peer influence and alcohol abuse, rs =.149, p <.001. The strength 5
relationship between perceived stress as a result of a chronic of the correlation was weak. Increased influence of peer was related to *
condition on physical health, mental health, and quality of life increase alcohol abuse among juvenile offenders. Y Soseeseace
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Gaps and Limitations
« Lack in the literature exists concerning protective factors among
juvenile offenders from engaging in alcohol abuse

« Lack in the literature exists concerning social support among
juvenile offenders. /

« All previously mentioned relationships are displayed in Table 3. The
correlation can be seen in the scatterplot in Figure 1.

SO Subuse: How many drinks do you usually have
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