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Abstract 
Maltreatment in early childhood has been proven to affect young 
adults in many different ways (Jaffee, 2015). Without addressing these 
concerns society wouldn’t be able to better prevent or treat childhood 
maltreatment affects (Jaffee, 2015). This study examines the 
relationship between peer relationships, parental support and the use 
of drugs and alcohol, including a focus on substance uses and how it 
compares to the satisfaction of both peer relationships and parental 
relationships. Data for this study came from the LONGSCAN project that 
followed over 1,330+ children who experienced abuse and neglect, 
and their families. The data was collected from surveys and interviews. 
Results indicated a significant and positive relationship between 
gender and substance use; male participants reported higher levels of 
substance use. There was no correlation between substance use and 
peer/parental relationships. Overall the findings of this study were 
surprising and have implications for future research.

Introduction
v Significance of Study 

v This study is significant because it can help future social workers 
better understand risk factors for substance use and better help 
their clients get the help they need. 

v Purpose of research
v The purpose of this study is to explore the different levels of 

support the adolescents have from their parents/peers, have on 
their substance use. 

v Research Question
v Among adolescents who have experienced maltreatment what 

is the relationship between levels of substance use, parental 
support, and peer relationships? 

v How does parental support affect substance use? 
v Hypothesis

v It is hypothesized that there is a relationship between substance 
use, levels of parental support, and peer relationship satisfaction.

Literature review 
v Substance use

v Maltreatment in adolescents is a strong risk factor that may 
increase the consumption of alcohol, and related problems
(Murase, 2021).  

v Parent/Peer relationships
v Parental warmth is related to alcohol problems among adults who 

also had forms of abuse in their adolescents (Shin et al. 2019).
v Unhealthy peer relationships can be mentally harmful to youth 

and may lead to high risk behaviors (Benedini, 2016)
v Attachment theory

v Attachment theory plays a role in future substance use and 
substance use related problems (Shin et al. 2019)

v Gaps
v One of the gaps in research is related to how adolescents may 

not fully explain the correct levels of maltreatment or substance 
use, which can hinder data and research(Nanni,2012). 

Methods Discussions 
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v Research Design and Data Collection
v The current study is a secondary analysis of the data from a study called LONGSCAN funded by the 

office of Child Abuse and Neglect. The study was created to look into the adverse affects of 
maltreatment on children from the ages (1-18). This longitudinal study was done in multiple regions in the 
US.

v The study gathered data from 1,300+ participants and their families from multiple points in their lives, in a 
variety of ways. 

v The data was gathered through, self report surveys, phone interviews, teacher reports, and parental 
assessments. Every two years the participants would come In for interviews and in between phone 
assessments were done. 

v Sample/Sampling Method
v This current study consists of participants ranging from ages 15-18 years old, male and female, and from 

all rural or suburban areas. All of the participants have experienced maltreatment. 
v Measures
v Peer relationships was measured by using a questionnaire (NRIB) that asked questions on a five-point likert

scale. Substance use was measured using a questionnaire (TADA) and the questions were asked on a two-
point likert scale. Finally parental support was measured by a questionnaire (QRPB) and used two different 
five- point likert scale. All the variables were recoded to create a mean. 

Results 
v Mann- Whitney U test: Multiple Mann– Whitney U tests were done on the variables. There was no 

significant associations found between the age of participants and substance use (Mean rank=852.54; 
U=353524, p= .683). There was no significant association between parental support and substance use 
(Mean rank=363.52; U=64254, p= .784). Results are displayed in figure 2. Finally there was no significant 
association between peer relationship satisfaction and substance use (Mean rank=448.07; U=98263, p= 
.841). 

v Chi-Square: A Chi-Square analysis was run and a significant association was found between gender and 
substance use (χ2(2) = 3.13, p < 0.01), while a Cramer’s V statistic suggested a strong relationship (0.043). 
Males were significantly more likely to use substances (54.9%). While only 50% of females reported substance 
use. Results are displayed in figure 1.

Figure One: 
Gender/Substance use

Figure Two: Parental 
Support/Substance 
Use

v Summary of findings 
v This current study found that males reported a 

higher use of substances then women.  There is 
a relationship between gender and substance 
use. 

v Results also indicate that there is no relationship 
between parental support, peer relationship 
satisfaction, and substance use. 

v Practice and Policy Implications
v This study is important for future practice and 

policy because it will help other mental health 
clinicians with clients who may have substance 
use.

v However even though there wasn’t many 
significant findings there mental health 
clinicians should still continue with interventions 
to help adolescents who have experienced 
maltreatment. 

v Strength and Limitations 
v Strengths of this study are the large sample size, 

the data that was pulled from all regions in the 
US, and the amount of questions asked. 

v Limitations of this study are the secondary 
gathering of data, lack of the control of the 
questions, and the restricted age range. 
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