
This study examined the relationship between 
childhood sexual trauma and the risk of later 
revictimization among college students. The current 
study explored the relationship between sorority 
membership and seeking sexual assault programs.

This study involved a secondary analysis of 
Longitudinal Study of Violence Against Women: 
Victimization and Perpetration Among College 
Students in a State- Supported University in the 
United States, 1990-1995. The sample included 200 
young-middle aged adult participants. Survey 
questions included fraternity membership, sexual 
molestation prior to the age of 14, rape in adulthood, 
attending sexual assault programs. 

Results from chi-square analysis indicated that there 
was no significant relationship between childhood 
sexual trauma and sexual assault among college 
female students. Results also indicated that there was 
no significant relationship between sorority members 
being more likely to attend sexual assault programs. 

Abstract

Research Questions

• The current study is a secondary analysis of the data from Longitudinal Study of Violence Against Women: 
Victimization and Perpetration Among College Students in a State- Supported University in the United States, 
1990-1995. 

• The original study was a longitudinal design that utilized two and was replicated over two cohorts. Each 
participant was first assessed at 18 years old, and re-assessed at 19, 20, 21, and 22 years old (White et al). The 
initial survey collected information on the participant’s experience of sexual assault ranging from the ages of 14 
years to 18 years old.

• The current study utilized variables such as substance use, childhood sexual trauma, fraternity membership, 
reporting the sexual assault and attending sexual assault programs. 

• Cohorts initially received the self-administered questionnaire (SAQ) during their freshman college orientation and 
continued to receive the survey throughout their college career such as sophomore, junior and senior year.. 

• Participants signed a consent and provided their contact information for the purpose of the follow up surveys. To 
ensure confidentiality, researchers matched the survey to the participants with an assigned random code number to 
protect their identity. Participants information was locked in a safe to ensure confidentiality. 

• Towards the end of each Spring semester, participants were contacted to complete the follow-up survey. All 
participants from the original study were given a $15 monetary incentive for each follow up completed. 

Methods

• Among the 1,580 students who participated in this study, only 63 responded Yes to both the childhood sexual 
trauma and adult sexual assault questions.

• A chi-square analysis indicated no significant association between childhood sexual trauma and adult sexual 
assault among the 63 participants. An insignificant association was found (χ2(2) = 4.62, p < 0.372). Female college 
students reported never been molested prior to the age of 14 (79.5%) and not being raped.

• This indicated that the female college students who reported to being raped did not report any childhood sexual 
trauma or sexual assault in adulthood.

• The Chi- Square analysis examined how likely it is for female college students who are members of a sorority to 
attend sexual assault programs. No significant relationship was found (χ2(2) = 3.080, p < 0.079). 

• Out of the 1,580 participants, (89.9%) Respondents reported not being members of a fraternity. Participants 
reported (6.3%) responded yes to joining a fraternity and have attended sexual assault program. This indicated that 
female college students who are not members of a fraternity have also not attended a sexual assault program. 

• Results demonstrated 90.7% of participants responded as no and 117 (7.4%) responded as yes. Another 
independent variable utilized in this study has been sexually molested prior to the age of 14. A range of Never, 1 to 
3 times, 4 to 5 times, 6-10 times and more than 10 times were utilized to assess the likelihood of respondents 
experiencing childhood sexual trauma. The mean for respondents been sexually molested prior to the age of 14 
was 2.08 (SD= 1.57).

Results

Discussion (Implication, Future Direction, Strength 
and Limitations 

The original data set being collected over 20 years 
ago. Sexual trauma was seen as a taboo among our 
society and was kept a secret within survivors and 
families. 

Sorority membership and attending programs had no 
significance due to participants not being divided into 
two different groups between college students who are 
members of sorority and non-members with an even 
number of participants.

The current study utilized a cross-sectional design, 
which limits insight into the cause and effect of the 
variables being examined. 

The original study was conducted in 1970-1989 which 
due to the stigmatization of sexual assault in the 
1970’s under reported may have occurred causing no 
significant findings. 

The future study will need to utilize an even number 
of participants who are sorority members and non-
sorority members.

One of the strengths included a large sample as it 
utilized 200 participants. It included accurate 
questions that allowed insight to variables being 
examined such as childhood sexual trauma 
experience, rape within their college experience, 
attending sexual assault programs, and sorority 
membership.
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This study sought to answer the following research 
questions:

• First being what is the impact of childhood sexual 
trauma on revictimization among college students. 

• Second, is being a member of a sorority a mediating 
factor in male on female sexual assault on college 
campuses. 

This study sought out to answer the following 
hypotheses:

• First, does childhood sexual trauma increase the 
likelihood of re-experiencing male on female sexual 
assault on college campuses?

• Second, is there a difference between college sexual 
assault on sorority members? 

• Third, are sorority members more likely to seek 
resources than non-sorority members who 
experience sexual assault?
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